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Summary

Labels engraved and/or painted above panels of the Nayanmars’ frieze.

Edition
Label (painted) to panel G1
<[]

Label (painted) to panel N1

<1> tirun;il<i>la(kantan)

Label (painted) to panel N2
<[]



Label (engraved) to panel N3

<1) llaiyamarankuti marar katai

Label (painted) to panel N4
<[]

Label (painted) to panel N5

[1 possibly lost line]

Label (painted) to panel N6

[1 possibly lost line]

Label (painted) to panel N7

[1 possibly lost line]

Label (painted) to panel N8

[1 possibly lost line]

Label (painted) to panel N9

[1 possibly lost line]

Label (painted) to panel N1o
<[]

Label (painted) to panel N11
<[]

Label (painted) to panel N12

[1 possibly lost line]



Label (painted) to panel N13

[1 possibly lost line]

Label (painted) to panel N14

[1 possibly lost line]

Label (painted) to panel N15

<{1> murukan

Label (painted) to panel N16

[1 possibly lost line]

Label (engraved) to panel N17

<1) tirunalaippovar

Label (engraved) to panel N18

<1) (tirukkuripputtontar)

Label (engraved) to panel N19
<{1> ceyynallar pillaiyar katai

Label (painted) to panel N2o

[1 possibly lost line]

Label (painted) to panel N21

[1 possibly lost line]

Label (painted) to panel N22

[1 possibly lost line]



Label (painted) to panel N23

[1 possibly lost line]

Label (painted) to panel N24

[1 possibly lost line]

Label (painted) to panel N25

[1 possibly lost line]

Label (engraved) to panel N26

<1> naminajn!<n>ti Atikal(ar)

Label (engraved) to panel N27

<1)> Alutaiya pillaiyar

Label (engraved) to panel N28

<1> Eyarkdin!<n> kalikkamantar

Label (painted) to panel N29

[1 possibly lost line]

Label (painted) to panel N30

[1 possibly lost line]

Label (painted) to panel N31

[1 possibly lost line]

Label (painted) to panel N32

{1)> comacimaranar



Label (engraved) to panel N33
{1> cakkiyanar [3x]

Label (painted) to panel N34

<1) cirappuli Antar

Label (engraved) to panel N35

<1 ciruttontar katai ~

Label (engraved) to panel N36

{1 céraman peruma] katai 61

Label (engraved) to panel N37

<1) kananatanta<r) katai 61

Label (engraved) to panel N38

<{1> kiirruvanar ~

Label (engraved) to panel G2

{1> poyyatimaiyillata  pulavar ~

Label (engraved) to panel N39

<1)> pukalccalanar

Label (engraved) to panel N4o

{1)> (nara)cinka(munaiya)raiyar

Label (engraved) to panel N41

{1)> Atipattar katai



Label (painted) to panel N42

{1) =~ kalikkampantar katai

Label (painted) to panel N43
<1> kaliyajn!<n>ar

Label (engraved) to panel N44

{1) cattiyantar

Label (painted) to panel N45

<1> Aiyyatikal katavar kojn!<n>ar

Label (engraved) to panel N46

<1> kanampulantar

Label (engraved) to panel N47
<1) kariyar

Label (engraved) to panel N438
<{1> netumaranar

Label (engraved) to panel N49
<{1> vayilar

Label (engraved) to panel N50

<{1> munaiyatuvar

Label (engraved) to panel N51
<1> kalarcinkajn!<n>ar



Label (engraved) to panel N52

<1) Itarikaliyantar

Label (engraved) to panel N53

{1) ceruttunaiyantar

Label (engraved) to panel N54

<1 pukalttunaiyar

Label (engraved) to panel N55
<1) kolppuliyantar ~

Label (engraved) to panel G3

{1) pattarayppanivar

Label (engraved) to panel G4

{1) paramanaiy€ patuvar

Label (painted) to panel G5

[1 possibly lost line]

Label (engraved) to panel G6

{1) tiruvardr pirantar

Label (engraved) to panel G7

<1> mukkalum tiruméni t;i!<{{>ntuvar

Label (engraved) to panel G8

<1> mulun;il<i>rupiiciya munivar



Label (engraved) to panel G9

<{1> Appalum Aticcarnta Atiyar

Label (painted) to panel N56 (Piicalar)

[1 possibly lost line]

Label (engraved) to panel N57

<{1) pantimatévi

Label (engraved) to panel N58

<{1) necantar

Label (engraved) to panel N59

<1 ko-cinka-p-perumal

Label (engraved) to panel N6o

<1> tiru-n;jil<i>lakanta-p-perum-pananar

Label (engraved) to panel N61

{1) cataiyanar

Label (engraved) to panel N62
<1) Icaifianiyar
Label (engraved) to panel N63.1

<1)> Utaiya-nampi Eluntarulukirar

Label (engraved) to panel N63.2

<1> Avana-Olai kattina pati



Label (engraved) to panel N63.3

{1> Utaiya-nampiyai Antu kont-arulina pati

Label (engraved) to panel N63.4

{1> Utaiya-nampikku O;ll!<I> enr-arulina pati ~

Label (engraved) to panel N63.5

<1 Utaiya-nampiyai vétar vali paritta v-itam

Label (engraved) to panel N63.6

<1) tiru-murukan-pintiyil perra pati ~

Label (engraved) to panel N63.7

<1 Avinaciyantar mutalaivay pillai

Commentary

The Nayanmars’ frieze comprised 78 panels, as described in Marr 1979: 62 panels for
62 different Nayanmars (N1 to N62), 7 panels for Cuntarar (N63.1 to N63.7), 9 panels
for groups of saints (G1 to G9). They are distributed clockwise, from eastern edge of
southern base of the mandapa up to the eastern edge of northern base of the mandapa, as
follows: G1, N1-N38, G2, N39-N55, G3-G9, N56-N62, N63.1-N63.7. Most of the Nayanmars’
panels are labelled, with engraved and/or red-painted labels.

The palaeography of the engraved and painted labels appears to be similar. It is possible
that all panels were intended to be labelled and first received a painted label to be
converted into an engraved label. The conversion from painted to engraved labels
was started from the eastern edge of northern base of the mandapa with the panels
concerning Cuntarar and, for some reasons, not completed up to the eastern edge
of southern base of the mandapa. All the 78 panels are thus represented in the above
edition even though presently no trace of painted label is visible.

As for the existing painted labels, it is possible that they have been reproduced exactly
in the course of the past centuries. Note that some engraved labels have also been



painted, that is, the engraved letters have been enhanced with paintings.! This might
explain why some engraved labels have been wrongly taken for painted labels only.
Some red-painted labels seem to have escaped attention so far (for instance, N1 and
N15) and might be exact reproductions of earlier painted labels or additions.
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