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Summary
Label on a Buddhist bronze.

Edition
 ⟨1⟩ tiru-v-araṅka-nāyakar
Translation by Ramachandran 1954
⟨1⟩ The Nāyakar (i.e., Buddha) who was the Lord of the Pulpit.
Translation
⟨1⟩ The glorious Lord ⟨of⟩ the stage (araṅkam[footnoteRef:9]). [9:  That is, Sanskrit raṅga.] 

Commentary
Ramachandran 1954 comments thus: “By araṅkam the Buddhist form is probably meant. (Cf. caṅkappalakai).”. This appears a far-fetched explanation. It seems that the Buddha is presented here as a rival of Viṣṇu, known as Raṅganātha, "the Lord of the stage," in his famous temple on the Śrīraṅga island at Trichy.
For the same label, with a variant spelling, on another Buddhist bronze from Nākappaṭṭiṉam, see Tamil Nadu 302.
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