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Summary

Ekambaranatha temple. Pillar inscription recording a list of birudas of Mahendravar-
man I Pallava.

Palaeographic description

There is only one horizontal stroke in the letter ra (whereas the horizontal stroke is
crossed by vertical a stroke, for instance in the inscription Pallava 34).

Edition

Face A = West
<{A1) Eri

{A2) kucafiana


https://dharmalekha.info/texts/INSPallava00034

{A3> mahdameghah
{A4> drdhabhaktih

Face B = South
{B1> Abhimukhah
{B2) citrakarapuli

<{B3> kurrambu

Face C = East
{C1> curmbu
{C2) varhkarhbu

{C3)> vnara

Face D = North
{D1) pisugu
{D2)> vambara

<{D3) bhrantah Akari

Apparatus

Face A = West

{A1) Eri © SILIP; Er B; Ethi L * L (p. 198, 216) in fact hesitates between the readings
vndra and vnatha. There is only one horizontal stroke in the letter ra, which makes it
close to the letter tha.

{A2) kucafiana < kucagrana SII IP B; kucafidna L.

<{A3) mahameghah < L; mahamegha SII IP; mahamedha B.

Face B = South
{B1> Abhimukhah < L; Abhimukha SIT IP B.



Face C =East

{C3) vnara < vnar(pegu) SITIP B; vnatha L « There is only one horizontal stroke in the
letter ra, which makes it close to the letter tha.

Translation

Face A = West

{AD ..

{A2> He whose knowledge is sharp.
{A3> The great cloud.

<{A4> He whose devotion is firm.

Face B = South
{B ...

{B2) The tiger among artists.
<{B3D ...

Face C =East
{1 ..
{C2> ...
{C3) ...

Face D = North
{D1) The thunderbolt.
<D2> ...

D3 ..

<D3) ...



Commentary

The orientation (west to north) of the pillar’s faces is given in Jouveau-Dubreuil1919_o1
and SIL. It is presumably that of the pillar at the time it was found in situ in the
Ekambaranatha temple. The pillar is currently (2025) displayed at the entrance of the
main sculpture gallery in the Chennai Government Museum.
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