Praise of a mountain stream (mid-7th c. CE)

Arlo Griffiths

Author of digital edition: Arlo Griffiths

Identifier: DHARMA_INSIDENKTukMas

Repository: Nusantara Epigraphy (tfc-nusantara-epigraphy)
File path: xml/DHARMA_INSIDENKTukMas.xml

Language: Sanskrit [Southeast Asian Brahmi (unspecified)]

Commit: 2026-11-09 08:51 (6580fa0), last modified 2026-09-09 14:27 (72454d8)

Edition
1. Upajati

(1> (kva ci)[v——w lyanujata

kva cic (ch)ila-val(u)ka-nirggateyarh
kva cit prakirnna §ubha-$ita-toya
samprasruta mangaka(ri)va ganga

Apparatus

(1> (kva ci) [v——~ lyanujata < [kva cit susucy-am]Jbu-ruhanujata C1; [kva cit sujsu[cy-
am]bu-ruhanujata C2; [IyantJusu(cy)ambu-ruhanujata S « None of the available images
support any reading with buruha. — {1> sathprasruta C1 C2 < samprasrata S. — <1
mangaka(ri)va & m(eddhya)kariva C1 C2 S » Dominic Goodall suggests that perhaps we
can take the faint head-mark attached to the left horn of ma as an unusual e, in which
case we can read me rigakariva, “who, as it were, makes up my body (/makes up a part
of me)”. Given the way water spouts forth from numerous locations near the site of


https://dharmalekha.info/prosody#prosody-54

the inscription, we might also fancy that we are dealing with a metrically conditioned
equivalent to matanga-kariva “like one who has an elephant’s trunk”,

Translation

1.

At times overgrown by [...], at times disappearing in pebbles and sand, at times spread-
ing out its pure and cool water, the Ganges gushes forth here, like a mangakari!

Translation by Chhabra 1970

1.

Gushing forth is this (stream), purifying as the Ganges, at some places bedecked with
bright lilies and lotus flowers, at some places bubbling out from pebbles and sand,
(and) at some places spreading out its pure and cool water.

Commentary

Our estimate of the inscription’s date follows the proposal first made by Krom (1931) and
subsequently endorsed by Damais (1957, p. 611; 1964, p. 101) as well as De Casparis (1975).
Chhabra 1970 pointed out that the inscription is inspired by Kalidasa’s Raghuvarmsa,
canto 13, verses 54-57.
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