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Summary

In one anuṣṭubh stanza, this inscription records the installation of Vāgīśvarī by Yajñā-

varāha.

Edition

1. Anuṣṭubh

⟨1⟩ tena yajñavarāheṇa

bhaktyā vāgīśvarīnimā

⟨2⟩ vidyāgurudvayasyāpi

sthāpitā sthitivedinā
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https://dharmalekha.info/prosody#prosody-169


Translation

1.

That ⟨same⟩ Yajñavarāha, knower of what is established ⟨practice⟩, installed a statue

of Sarasvatī out of devotion to both (api) his two teachers of knowledge.

Translation into French by Finot et al. 1926

1.

Yajñavarāha, qui connaît la stabilité, a établi pieusement une statue de Vāgīśvarī et

celles de deux Vidyāguru.

Commentary

Finot’s French translation suggests that there were statues of both of Yajñavarāha’s

professors, which is perhaps not impossible, but there is only one word for statue,

namely nimā, which is singular and in compound with vāgīśvarī°. It seems therefore

worth recording the possibility, as my English translation attempts, that there was only

one statue, of Sarasvatī (who tends to be called Vāgīśvarī in Śaiva contexts), erected

out of devotion to or in honour of two teachers. As for the use of the term vidyāguru,

it might be to distinguish these figures from other sorts of guru, for instance from

Yajñavarāha’s initiator (dīkṣāguru). Archeological evidence on the site might reveal

how many images were in fact installed there .
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